
Cedar River Anadromous Fish Committee

FINAL MEETING MINUTES
SUMMARY VERSION

January 18, 2001
SPU Operations Control Center

Metering Building
2700 Airport Way S., Seattle

Members Present:  Bruce Bachen (SPU), Sam Wright (Washington Trout), Dave Paden
(Puget Sound Anglers), Tom Sibley (NMFS), Gwill Ging (USFWS), Frank Urabeck
(NWMTA), Dennis Moore (MIT), Ron Warren (WDFW)

Other Participants:  Linda DeBoldt, Bill Wells, Cyndy Holtz (SPU)

I. Call to order.  Bruce called the meeting to order at 9:15 a.m.

II. Approval of agenda.  The agenda was approved as submitted.

III. Minutes review and approval for December 14, 2000 meeting – The minutes
were adopted as submitted.  Motion, minutes approved unanimously.

IV. Review and approve criteria for alternative broodstock collection evaluation.
The committee reviewed and approved the evaluation criteria that will be used to
assess broodstock collection options.

V. Hatchery design consultant selection process.
Cyndy Holtz updated the committee on the status of the hatchery design
consultant selection process. The announcement was published in early January
and a voluntary site visit was conducted. Proposals are due on January 25 and
will be evaluated by a selection committee. The selection process also includes
interviewing finalists. The design firm will be selected based on the qualifications
of the firm, the team members and their approach to the scope of work.  There
was discussion of the scope of work, hatchery goals, the adaptive management
plan workshop planning, and about ongoing support for the steelhead program.

VI. Discussion of supplementation in the Cedar River as a potential interim
mitigation action.
The AFC discussed the concept of chinook supplementation as a potential use of
interim mitigation funding. Some of the members are very concerned about the
low number of chinook observed last year and what appears to be a declining
trend.  While the AFC can recommend how interim mitigation funding should be
used, direction from the co-managers and from NMFS would be necessary before
the AFC could make its recommendations. The AFC can help to raise the issue to
the co-managers and NMFS. NMFS has indicated that chinook supplementation



would require a Hatchery and Genetic Management Plan and would need to be
consistent with NMFS guidelines. Representatives from WDFW and the
Muckleshoot Tribe agreed to talk within their organizations to see if they would
provide direction regarding supplementation of chinook in the Cedar River.
Some of the discussion included consideration of supplementation of coho as a
way of encouraging colonization of habitat above Landsburg.

VIII. Information/Discussion Items
1. Outcome of the effort to clarify the interim mitigation process – All

Parties agreed to the changes proposed in the letter sent by SPU. These
changes include establishing a clear definition of the 2 year decision period,
clarifying how partial funding decisions would affect the deadline and
establishing the role of the AFC in the decision-making process.

2. Report on Bear Creek otolith collection, Fresh, et. al. WDFW – Bruce
reported that WDFW has completed the first analyses of otolith collected over
three years at Big Bear Creek. There were no detected marked fish in the
samples collected and the report concludes that the straying rate is very low.
Additional information on the survival of the adults that resulted from the
marked releases in these years will provide additional perspective and this
information is expected by July 1, 2001. Bruce asked if there were any
comments about the report.  There was no further discussion.

3. Status of agreements on sockeye monitoring and evaluation projects
contained in the HCP –
SPU has been developing agreements with the University and WDFW to
implement sockeye monitoring and evaluation projects. One agreement is
completed and signed (U. of W. - genetics), some are drafted and being
reviewed and others are not needed for several years.  In the near term,
agreements will be developed for fry trapping, short-term rearing and
zooplankton studies. By this fall we will need to have agreements for marking
and adult sampling.

4. Development of a rearing study plan for 2001 – Limited rearing will be
done this year so the staff can become more familiar with sockeye rearing and
the experiments to compare survival of short term reared sockeye with
controls will begin next year.

5. Zooplankton surveys for 2001 – priorities? Specific plans for zooplankton
sampling are being developed with the help of scientists from the Muckleshoot
Tribe, WDFW,  the U. of Washington, King County and the City of Seattle.
The AFC will be updated on the progress of these discussions at the next
meeting.

6. Results of the review of the Draft Basis of Design Report on Fish Passage
Facilities –



The basis of design report has been reviewed and the comments are being
evaluated. Another meeting will be scheduled to try to resolve remaining
concerns. SPU will be evaluating updated cost estimates and there is some
concern that these will be higher than commitment levels.

7. Update on permitting of construction of fish passage facilities –
Bill explained that their goal is to get the JARPA application (combines
permit reviews for several agencies) as early as possible (February), which is
before they will have a detailed design because it will take ACOE at least 12
months to review and process.  Getting it in early will get us our place in line
for permit review.  The county permits would go in late spring or early
summer since we need to have 60% design complete to do that.  We want to
start construction in spring 2002, so we need our permits in hand in April
2002.  There is a meeting scheduled next week with King County DDES  to
discuss the potential for a  shorelines exemption for the fish passage project
and to try to identify any issues or concerns that King County DDES has with
the project.

IX. Plan agenda for next meeting scheduled for February 15, 2001
Items for next meeting:
1. Dennis  and Ron will provide feedback on supplementation after talking with

the Tribe and WDFW.
2. Status report on fry outmigration

X. Adjourn – meeting was adjourned at 1:10 p.m.


